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Two  stories  illustrate  the  admiration  that  followers  of  the  Giants  had  for 
Gillespie  during  his  playing  days.  In  the  August  3,  1886  New  York  □ 
Chicago  game  Gillespie  comes  to  bat  in  the  ninth  inning  with  Ewing  and 
Ward  on  base.  Gillespie  drove  the  ball  into  right  field  passed  Billy  Sunday 
for  a  triple,  resulting  in  two  runs  for  New  York  and  a  tied  score.  Gillespie 
scored  the  winning  run  on  a  fielding  error,  when  the  next  batter  hit  a 
ground  ball.  Coverage  of  the  game  concluded  with  Gillespie  being  borne 
off  the  field  by  admirers.  [12]  Local  obituaries  at  the  time  of  Gillespie’s 
death  in  1910  described  a  game  in  which  he  hit  a  home  run  to  win  the 
game  in  the  ninth  inning  resulting  in  him  being  carried  off  the  field  and 
showered  with  an  estimated  $2,000  in  cash  from  his  admirers. 

Eighteen  eighty-seven  would  mark  the  end  of  Gillespie's  major  league 
career.  His  fielding  record  would  end  with  a  footnote.  His  .946  Fielding 
Average  was  listed  as  first  among  outfielders  in  the  1888  Spalding's 
Official  Base  Ball  Guide  and  first  among  left  fielders  in  the  October  22, 
1887  Sporting  News  summary  of  League  records.  Joe  Hornung  of  Boston 
at  .935  is  now  listed  as  the  leading  fielder  for  the  year  because  of  the 
limited  number  of  games  Gillespie  played.  Gillespie  gets  an  asterisk.  [10] 
While  some  post-season  1887  and  pre-season  1888  articles  list  Gillespie 
as  an  expected  returnee  to  the  Giant  roster  this  was  not  to  be.  At  the 
time  he  left  the  majors,  Gillespie  was  the  fifth-oldest  player  in  the  NL  □ 
or  fourth,  if  you  discount  Candy  Nelson,  who  came  over  from  the 
Metropolitans  and  only  played  one  NL  game  that  year. 

The  end  of  Gillespie's  career  may  have  been  partially  the  result  of  his 
own  miscalculation  of  his  worth.  A  frequent  hold-out  during  salary 
negotiations,  it  was  reported  that  in  March  1888  "Gillespie  is  just  now 
rusticating  at  his  home  in  this  city,  and  carries  as  good  a  ball  record  as 
ever.  He  does  not  propose  to  sign  until  he  gets  the  right  kind  of 
offer."  [13]  He  never  did  get  the  right  offer. 

While  accounts  at  the  time  of  his  death  indicate  that  "When  his  days  of 
usefulness  in  the  big  league  were  over  he  refused  all  offers  to  join  minor 
league  teams  and  retired"  [14,15]  this  was  not  the  case.  After  leaving 
the  Giants,  Gillespie  played  for  Troy  of  the  International  Association  in 
1888,  but  was  released  by  early  June,  reportedly  for  drinking.  By  mid- 
June  he  was  playing  with  Albany,  also  of  the  International  Association, 
but  by  the  end  of  July  he  was  released  again  after  an  incident  in 
Rochester  in  which  he  and  Chief  Roseman,  who  had  joined  Albany  near 
the  end  of  June,  "insulted  a  lady  shamefully"  while  both  were  drunk.  [16] 
While  this  may  have  been  indicative  of  a  long-term  problem,  as  late  as 
1886  Gillespie  was  described  as  "a  credit  to  the  profession  and  the  club 
in  (sic)  which  he  is  connected."  [17] 

On  Friday  evening,  August  10,  1888  "Padney"  Gillespie  returned  to 
Carbondale.  Within  the  week,  he  was  recruited  to  bolster  the  Carbondale 
amateur  team  in  their  second  game  of  that  season  against  the  Cuban 
Giants,  a  famed  African-American  barnstorming  team.  The  Carbondale 
team,  anchored  by  Gillespie's  cousins  Frank  and  Pat  Newcomb,  had 
given  their  famous  rivals  a  tough  game,  losing  5-4  on  July  19th.  "Cos" 
Govern,  manager  of  the  Cuban  Giants,  credited  the  Carbondale  team 
with  being  "the  strongest  amateur  organization  they  had  ever  played 
against."  [18] 

The  return  match  on  August  16th  was  not  as  successful  despite 
Gillespie's  presence  on  the  field.  The  locals  got  their  "First 
Kalsumining"  (whitewashing),  10-0.  "The  familiar  and  beloved  figure  of 
Gillespie  graced  the  centre  field.  DThe  Carbondales  started  out  well  in 
the  first  inning.  After  Flannelly  had  struck  out  Carpenter  got  first  on 
Malone's  error.  Chamberlain  sent  him  to  second  by  a  hit  to  centre  and 
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